[Sentinel node detection in breast carcinoma].
Sentinel node (SN) detection is a reliable method to detect lymph node metastases in breast cancer patients. While blue dye allows to follow the lympatic stream towards the sentinel node the use of radioactive marked protein allows a preoperative identification of the SN (e.g. internal mammary artery). Detection rate and predictive value depend on the tumor size, tumors of a diameter greater than 30 mm show a poor detection rate and a lower predictive value. With regard of the increased rate of detected micrometastases the SN principle has a higher predictive value for the nodal status then the axillary clearance. Since no long term results are available yet the advantage for the patients remain unclear.